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diately upon issuance as such rule or regulation shall involve a foreign af-
fairs function of the United States.

Sec. 2. The Secretary is authorized to inspect any vessel, foreign or domes-
tic, in the territorial waters of the United States, at any time; to place
guards on any such vessel; and, with my consent expressly hereby granted,
take full possession and control of any such vessel and remove the officers
and crew, and all other persons not specifically authorized by the Secretary
to go or remain on board the vessel when necessary to secure the rights
and obligations of the United States.

Sec. 3. The Secretary may request assistance from such departments, agen-
cies, officers, or instrumentalities of the United States as the Secretary
deems necessary to carry out the purposes of this proclamation. Such de-
partments, agencies, officers, or instrumentalities shall, consistent with
other provisions of law and to the extent practicable, provide requested as-
sistance.

Sec. 4. The Secretary may seek assistance from State and local authorities
in carrying out the purposes of this proclamation. Because State and local
assistance may be essential for an effective response to this emergency, I
urge all State and local officials to cooperate with Federal authorities and
to take all actions within their lawful authority necessary to prevent the
unauthorized departure of vessels intending to enter Cuban territorial wa-
ters.

Sec. 5. All powers and authorities delegated by this proclamation to the
Secretary may be delegated by the Secretary to other officers and agents of
the United States Government unless otherwise prohibited by law.

Sec. 6. This proclamation shall be immediately transmitted to the Congress
and published in the Federal Register.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenti-
eth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6868 of March 1, 1996

Irish-American Heritage Month, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
I am pleased to count myself among the over 40 million Americans who
can trace their heritage back to Ireland. Like so many of our forebears, im-
migrants from the Emerald Isle came to this country seeking dignity and
prosperity, and they brought with them traditions rooted in the values of
family and faith. Some arrived on our shores even before our Nation was
founded, lending their energy to the establishment of our Republic; nine
sons of Ireland signed the Declaration of Independence, and our first Presi-
dent, George Washington, proudly claimed Irish ancestry.
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The largest wave of Irish immigration occurred 150 years ago, when more
than 1 million people left Ireland for America as potato blight and famine
devastated their homeland. These sons and daughters of Erin transformed
our cities, stimulating industry and commerce from New York to Boston to
Chicago. In pursuing the American Dream, they set an example of courage,
hard work, and determination that was to be followed again and again by
hopeful newcomers.

Today, Irish Americans celebrate this history and the contributions that
their brethren have made to all aspects of American life—providing leader-
ship in Government, the law, business, finance, literature, and the arts. Re-
newed interest in Gaelic culture has led to university courses in Irish stud-
ies, and hundreds of Saint Patrick’s Day parades across the country attest
to the vigor of Irish American communities. This month and throughout
the year, let us recognize the gifts brought to America by children of Ire-
land and honor the strengths they have added to our national character.

In tribute to all Irish Americans, the Congress, by Public Law 103–379, has
designated March 1996 as ‘‘Irish-American Heritage Month’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance
of this month.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 1996 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon all the people of the United
States to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and
programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twenti-
eth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6869 of March 1, 1996

Save Your Vision Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Vision is a remarkable gift. Our eyes allow us to read, to see the faces of
our loved ones, and to experience many of life’s greatest pleasures. Too
often, we take our sight for granted and must be reminded that our eyes
require regular care and attention. The more we learn about preventing eye
disease and vision loss, the better equipped we will be to take care of these
vital organs.

Many young people suffer from vision-related learning disabilities that
jeopardize their academic success. However, with early intervention, such
sight problems are often easily correctable. Senior citizens, too, are particu-
larly vulnerable to eye difficulties, but we are fortunate that advances in
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